THE GROWTH OF INDIVIDUAL  PERSONALITY

his family, are to a large extent prophetic of the subsequent
attainment of independence towards the world at large. A too
close reliance upon the ideals, standards, conventions and
protective power of the family circle may hinder all initiative
and originality in individual thought and action. On the other
hand, a too sudden or too complete revolt from the parental
guidance and tradition may be productive of a bias against,
and disrespect for, every kind of authority and convention, that
will tend to prevent all use and enjoyment of the experience
of the past and all orderly co-operation in the social life of the
present. With these possibilities as the result of failure, the
task of the proper upbringing of the child in relation to his
family environment becomes indeed one the importance of which
can scarcely be exaggerated.
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